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Context of 'July 1954: Israel Commits Bombing Attacks in Egypt, Tries to Blame Muslim 
Brotherhood' 

This is a scalable context timeline. It contains events related to the event July 1954: Israel Commits Bombing 
Attacks in Egypt, Tries to Blame Muslim Brotherhood. You can narrow or broaden the context of this timeline 
by adjusting the zoom level. The lower the scale, the more relevant the items on average will be, while the 
higher the scale, the less relevant the items, on average, will be. 
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July 1954: Israel Commits Bombing Attacks in Egypt, Tries to 
Blame Muslim Brotherhood 

Bombs explode in British and American cultural centers and libraries, and in post offices in Alexandria and 
Cairo. The campaign ends when a bomb explodes prematurely in the pocket of an Israeli agent who is about 
to plant it in a British-owned cinema. The plan is to damage the relations between Egypt and the US and 
Britain by placing the blame for the bombings on the Muslim Brotherhood, an Egyptian Islamic militant 
group. An initial inquiry places blame on the Minister of Defense, Pinhas Lavon, but a subsequent inquiry 
authorized by Sharett finds that Lavon was set up using forged documents, and that the true author of the 
false-flag attack was none other than David Ben Gurion, the “father of the Israeli State, (see March 2005)” 
(New York Times 12/11/1954; Smith 3/30/1975; Hirst 2003, pp. 290-296) These events, which later become 
known as the Lavon Affair, will be documented in the diaries of Israeli Prime Minister Moshe Sharett, who 
did not learn of the plot until after it was completed. (Rokach 1986) 

August 20, 1985: Israel Sends Arms to Iran 

Israel sends 96 TOW anti-tank missiles to Iran (see May 3, 1985). (New York Times 11/19/1987) No American 
hostages are freed in return. (PBS 2000) 

February 16-17, 1986: US Sends Missiles to Iran Via Israel 

The US sends between 500 and 1,000 TOW anti-tank missiles to Israel, from US stockpiles, to be delivered to 
Iran. (New York Times 11/19/1987; PBS 2000) 

February 8, 2002: Israel Defense Minister Says Iran More of a 
Threat than Israel 

Israeli Defense Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer meets with US Vice President Dick Cheney and tells him that 
Israel is concerned that Iran, which Israel believes will have nuclear weapons by 2005, represents a greater 
threat to Israel than Iraq. “The danger, as I see it, is from a Hezbollah-lran-Palestinian triangle, with Iran 
leading this triangle and putting together a coalition of terror,” he tells Cheney. (Guttman 2/9/2002) 

March 2005: Israel Honors People Involved in Lavon Affair 

Israel officially honors the nine Egyptian Jews who were involved in the “Lavon Affair” bombings in Egypt 
(see July 1954) Israeli President Moshe Katzav, presiding over the 2005 ceremony honoring the bombers in 
Jerusalem, says that the Israeli government has “decided now to express our respect for these heroes.” In 
1954, in an effort to damage Egypt’s relationship with the West, Israeli agents bombed sites frequented by 
foreigners in Cairo and Alexandria with hopes that the attacks would be blamed on the Muslim Brotherhood. 
But the operation unraveled when one of the bombs being planted went off prematurely. (Reuters 
3/30/2005) 
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